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Practical Language Tips for Dealing with Toddlers' Emerging 
Language and Desires and Fostering Self-Esteem and Responsibility in 
Preschoolers 
Presenters: Marsha Chan Marsha.Chan@wvm.edu and Julaine Rosner Julaine.Rosner@wvm.edu 
English as a Second Language Faculty, Mission College, Santa Clara, California  
 

1. Introduction – Our perspective as English language specialists 
a. English-language instructors of community college adults 
b. Curriculum writers, materials developers, and authors 
c. Teachers of specific language skills within the context of child care and child 

development 
d. Promoters of practical activities to benefit both native and non-native speakers of 

English  
e. Advocates of multilingual multicultural education 

2. Workshop objectives 
a. Participate in and reflect on activities that facilitate communication with children.  
b. Examine and discuss how these activities enable care givers to deal with young 

children’s emerging language & desires and foster their self-esteem & responsibility 
3. Tips for communicating with toddlers 

a. Using choice questions 
i. Challenges	  and	  delights	  	  

ii. Purposes of a choice question  
iii. Form of a choice question   
iv. Value with toddlers 
v. Effective choice questions  

b. Singing a song to ease separation anxiety  
i. Common occurrence among toddlers 

ii. Compare & evaluate methods of easing separation anxiety 
iii. Reading stories about children whose parents leave them for a short time  
iv. Using songs about children whose parents leave them for a short time 

1. Predictions 
2. Listening to a song 
3. Examining the lyrics 
4. Analyzing the grammar, word choice, rhymes 
5. Identifying the message 
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4. Tips for communicating with preschoolers 
a. Using descriptive praise 

i. Distinguishing the behavior from the child 
ii. Helping preschoolers understand good behavior and feel important  

iii. Turning general praise into descriptive praise 
iv. Using descriptive praise sentence templates 
v. Practicing descriptive praise in a game 

b. Using can and so to teach responsibility 
i. Fostering responsibility in preschoolers  

ii. Promoting "can-do" language and actions in young children 
iii. Connecting cause and effect with so 
iv. Showing ability and responsibility with can 
v. Practicing responsibility in a game 

5. Tip for maintaining a child’s home language 
a. Creating a bilingual book with a dual language learner 

i. Interview a child 
ii. Help child write / Take dictation of sentence responses 

iii. Help child translate sentences in English and other language 
iv. Create a book with sentences and pictures. 
v. Share books (read silently, read aloud, listen, present) 

6. Our choice of words has a great effect  
a. On our interactions with a child 
b. On a child’s behavior 
c. On a child’s ability to make choices, decisions, and solve problems. 
d. On a child’s sense of self-worth 

We hope that these language tips will help you in your daily life with toddlers and preschoolers! 
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